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compared to man. Only two chapters deal exclusively with chimpanzee
behavior. Also, the test procedures employed were part of the Gesell and
Thompson behavioral examination; a test devised for the study of the
human infant. The most significant findings of this comparative study are
that, in general, body postures appear on the average one-third earlier in
the chimpanzee, and that chimpanzee postural development is little influ-
enced by environmental variations. Chapter six, which comprises over half
the book, is too technical to be of interest to the general reader. However,
the study as a whole is a much needed contribution to comparative psychol-
ogy and should be of great value to those interested in behavioral ontogeny.
Students of human child development should also find this study of great
interest, for the value of many items of the Gesell examination as indices
of development are questioned.
E. S. CRELIN
BLOOD CLOTTING AND ALLIED PROBLEMS. Transactions of the Fifth
Conference, January 21-22, 1952. Joseph E. Flynn, Ed. New York, Josiah
Macy, Jr. Foundation, 1952. 368 pp. $4.95.
The final Macy conference on blood clotting follows the pattern set by its
predecessors. Authorities in different disciplines assembled to discuss vari-
ous aspects of blood coagulation. At the Fifth Conference the topics of dis-
cussion included the clinical evaluation of anticoagulants, new clotting
factors, irradiation and hemostasis, and fibrinolysin.
The breadth of the conference was even greater than indicated by the
table of contents, for during the presentation of papers the participants
interrupted at will, often to make comments and present data tangential to
the subject at hand. The comments are often incisive and constructively
critical, and many are of more interest than the original papers. The verba-
tim report is rambling and provocative, probably the most interesting of all
the Transactions on blood clotting. It contains a cumulative index to the
five volumes which, collectively, are a monument to the advances that have
been made in blood-clotting research during the past decade.
Of some interest is the inclusion of a report of a subcommittee in which
is listed the synonymy of the factors reported to be involved in the con-
version of prothrombin to thrombin. It is hoped that the report is not merely
the prelude to an attempt to dictate conformity to a nomenclature approved
and recommended by a committee, however enlightened its members; pre-
mature standardization could further confuse an already confusing problem.
J. P. G.
COLLEGIATE EDUCATION FOR NURSING. By Margaret Bridgman. New
York, Russell Sage Foundation, 1953. 205 pp. $2.50.
Dr. Margaret Bridgman, formerly Dean of Skidmore College, has spent
the past two years, under the auspices of the Russell Sage Foundation, in
a study of nursing education. This book is the report of her study, with
recommendations for the amelioration of the present confused conditions in
this field.
At its annual conference in 1951 the Department of Higher Education of
the National Education Association passed a resolution emphasizing the
need for colleges and universities to assume responsibilities for nursing442 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
education. Dr. Bridgman clarifies the nature of that responsibility. She
gives the reasons for the present critical deficiencies in nursing service,
pointing out why the demand has increased so markedly and why the supply
falls far short of the needs of the people, even though there are more nurses
active than ever before. An historical review of the development of nursing
education explains why schools of nursing have, until recently, been estab-
lished in hospitals rather than in educational institutions. Even now, of
approximately 1,100 schools of nursing in the United States, only ten per
cent have "degree" programs administered and controlled by colleges and
universities. The author gives full credit to the leaders of nursing education
who have had the vision and the strength to foster the development of the
collegiate school and to those institutions of higher learning which have
recognized the rights of nurses to an education on a par with other pro-
fessional workers. On the other hand, she does not spare criticism of those
institutions which have considered nursing as an opportunistic sideline.
Reference is made to the wide range and variety of essential functions all
classified under "nursing" and to the variety of educational patterns nec-
essary to prepare for those functions. The special plea of this book is for
higher standards of education in the established institutions of higher
learning, to prepare the well-qualified professional nurse, whose responsi-
bilities for the maintenance of health and for the care of the physically and
emotionally ill are far greater than is realized by those not intimately
concerned with the problem.
Dr. Bridgman presents a challenge to higher education in no uncertain
terms: ". . . it seems undeniable that failure of the educational system to
provide opportunities and maintain standards for nursing education is a
crucial deterrent to an adequate supply of qualified nursing personnel and
therefore to the maintenance of health services at the level demanded by our
stage of social development." One may hope that this timely book will be
studied by all those concerned with education and with the health needs of
the nation.
ELIZABETH S. BIXLER
THE CONTRIBUTION OF MEDICINE TO OUR IDEA OF THE MIND. By Sir
Russell Brain. The Rede Lecture for 1952. Cambridge, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1952. 30 pp. $.50.
Sir Russell Brain, President of the Royal College of Physicians and
Chairman of the recent International Congress for Internal Medicine, is
one of the most able neurologists in the English-speaking world, and any-
thing that he might write on the relation of mind to the structures of the
brain will be considered with the greatest seriousness. His Rede Lecture is
illuminating, but it does not greatly advance our conception of the mind-
body relationship. He, by indirection, confesses the defeat that Sir Charles
Sherrington confessed both in his Rede Lecture and in the second edition
of his Integrative action of the nervous system published in 1947. Neverthe-
less Sir Russell concludes, "Medicine is also an art, and as an art it has
never lost sight of the whole man, the whole that is somehow the sum of its
parts. We have never needed that vision more than we do today, when, if
man is to survive at all, he must somehow find a way of harmonizing logic,
philosophy and humanity,"
JOHN F. FULTON